President Correa:
There is no way to hide the pollution caused by Texaco

o This is the President’s evaluation after his visit to the disaster area
Quito (ecuadorinmediato.com)

“We were able to see for ourselves what is already obvious: the environmental
destruction that Texaco left in the Amazon Region,” said the President of Ecuador,
economist Rafael Correa, during the press conference at which he evaluated his visit to
the area of oil operations in the provinces of Orellana and Sucumbios.

The President said that it is impossible for there to be first, second and third level people
and certain crimes in the first world if they are punished there while those in the third
world are left unpunished. He also confirmed that the National Government would not
interfere in the judicial process, but it will assume the duty and right to say that the
pollution is there: “we were able to touch it with our own hands, we could feel it, we
could smell it,” he said.

He lamented that the “people who sold out their country” are Ecuadorian lawyers who
have always defended the oil companies, blaming Petroecuador, when there are pits that
were visited now and were not operated by Petroecuador. In addition, they are attempting
to rely on a corrupt agreement signed between Texaco and the government, in which,
according to a report by the Comptroller General’s Office, there are serious indications of
corruption and investigation by the prosecutors has been sought because of alleged
criminal liability for fraud in environmental remediation.

Correa said that the acts of the people who signed the agreement and the report releasing
the company from liability were “crimes against humanity”, because any environmental
disaster sooner or later results in a social problem, which can now be seen clearly in the
Amazon Region of Ecuador, where entire people groups have been exterminated.

Given these circumstances, and assuming the government’s responsibility, he announced
that a relocation program would be carried out to relocate the people who now live in
polluted areas.

He also said that he had visited various wells operated by Petroecuador and seen that
although it is true that there are still many problems, there are also petroleum facilities,
such as Block XV, that has the most modern technology to reduce environmental risks.
He also highlighted the project for investigating bacterial technology to treat the oil
disasters, which will make it possible to reduce the environmental impact of the oil
operations .This project has the Government’s total support and is being implemented on
a large scale, he said.
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