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1
2 A P P E A R A N C E S :
3 EMERY CELLI BRINCKERHOFF & ABADY LLP

75 Rockefeller Plaza, 20th Floor
4 New York, New York 10019

       Attorneys for Ecuadorian Plaintiffs
5 BY:    JONATHAN ABADY, ESQ.

        jabady@ecbalaw.com
6        MATTHEW D. BRINCKERHOFF, ESQ.

        mbrinckerhoff@ecbalaw.com
7
8
9

COVINGTON & BURLING LLP
10 620 Eighth Avenue

New York, New York 10018-1405
11        Attorneys for Ricardo Reis Veiga

BY:    ALAN VINEGRAD, ESQ.
12         avinegrad@cov.com

       NATALIE MacLEAN LEINO, ESQ.
13         nleino@cov.com
14
15

RIVERO MESTRE & CASTRO
16 2525 Ponce De Leon Blvd.

Suite 1000
17 Miami, Florida 33134

      Attorneys for Rodrigo Perez
18       Pallares

BY:   ANDRES RIVERO, ESQ.
19        arivero@rmc-attorneys.com

      JORGE MESTRE, ESQ.
20        jmestre@rmc-attorneys.com

      ERIMAR VON DER OSTEN, ESQ.
21        evonderosten@rmc-attorneys.com
22
23
24
25

3

1
2 A P P E A R A N C E S: (Continued)
3

GIBSON DUNN & CRUTCHER LLP
4 3161 Michelson Drive

Irvine, California 92612-4412
5        Attorneys for Chevron Corporation

BY:    ANDREA E. NEUMAN, ESQ.
6         aneuman@gibsondunn.com
7      - and -
8

GIBSON DUNN & CRUTCHER LLP
9 200 Park Avenue

New York, New York 10166
10 BY:    RANDY M. MASTRO, ESQ.

        rmastro@gibsondunn.com
11        KRISTEN HENDRICKS, ESQ.

        khendricks@gibsondunn.com
12
13
14 WINSTON & STRAWN LLP

200 Park Avenue
15 New York, New York 10166-4193

       Attorneys for Republic of Ecuador
16 BY:    C. MACNEIL MITCHELL, ESQ.

        cmitchell@winston.com
17
18
19 FREIDMAN KAPLAN SEILER & ADELMAN LLP

1633 Broadway
20 New York, New York 10019-6708

      Attorneys for Steven Donziger
21 BY:   BRUCE S. KAPLAN, ESQ.

       bkaplan@fklaw.com
22       TIMOTHY M. HAGGERTY, ESQ.

       thaggerty@fklaw.com
23
24
25

4

1
2 A P P E A R A N C E S: (Continued)
3 EDUARDO FLECHAS & ASSOCIATES

318 South State Street
4 Jackson, Mississippi 39201

      Attorneys for Plaintiffs in Lago
5       Agrio case
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1
2             THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  My name is   
3 Lee Bowry of Veritext New York.  The date   
4 today is November 29, 2010 and the time is  
5 approximately 9:46 a.m.                     
6             This deposition is being held   
7 in the office of Covington & Burling LLP,   
8 located at 620 Eighth Avenue, New York,     
9 New York.  The caption of this case is In   
10 Re Application of Chevron, in the United    
11 States District Court, Southern District    
12 of New York, Case No. 10 MC 00001(LAK).     
13 The name of the witness is Steven           
14 Donziger.                                   
15             THE SPECIAL MASTER:  Let me     
16 correct you, it is 00002(LAK).              
17             THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  I stand      
18 corrected.  Thank you.                      
19             At this time I would like all   
20 of the attorneys and all others present to  
21 identify themselves and the parties they    
22 represent, after which our court reporter,  
23 Todd DeSimone, of Veritext, will swear in   
24 Mr. Donziger and we can proceed.            
25             MR. KAPLAN:  Bruce Kaplan and   
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206

1                DONZIGER
2             THE SPECIAL MASTER:  You may    
3 answer the question.                        
4     A.      The Kohn law firm.              
5     Q.      And have you received all       
6 compensation that you've received thus far  
7 in the case from the Kohn law firm?         
8     A.      Well, since the Kohn law firm   
9 was discharged by the clients, there has    
10 been other funding sources from which I     
11 receive a modest stipend, when funds are    
12 available.                                  
13     Q.      And approximately how much are  
14 we talking about in total that you've       
15 received from a source or sources other     
16 than the Kohn law firm?                     
17     A.      How much money have I received  
18 over what period of time?                   
19     Q.      In total.                       
20             MR. KAPLAN:  Post Kohn?         
21             MR. VINEGRAD:  Let me ask a     
22 preliminary question.                       
23     Q.      The compensation you've         
24 received thus far relating to the case      
25 from sources other than Mr. Kohn, have you  

207

1                DONZIGER
2 received all of those payments since        
3 Mr. Kohn was terminated?                    
4     A.      No.                             
5     Q.      So who are the other person or  
6 persons who have paid you compensation      
7 relating to your work on the case?          
8     A.      Myself.  I pay myself.          
9     Q.      I see.  Out of?                 
10     A.      Out of a case budget that I     
11 administered in conjunction with the        
12 plaintiffs -- well, the clients'            
13 representatives.                            
14     Q.      Are the funds your own personal 
15 funds that you own?                         
16     A.      No.                             
17     Q.      So where do the funds come      
18 from?                                       
19     A.      They came from a case account   
20 kept under the auspices of my law firm.     
21     Q.      And who pays the money into     
22 that account?                               
23     A.      Investors.                      
24     Q.      And without getting into the    
25 amounts, who are the investors that you     

208

1                DONZIGER
2 are talking about?  I'm not asking you for  
3 the dollar amounts at this time.  I'm       
4 asking you to identify who the investors    
5 are who pay money into the account from     
6 which you receive compensation.             
7             MR. BRINCKERHOFF:  Objection.   
8             MR. KAPLAN:  I object.          
9             THE SPECIAL MASTER:  You may    
10 answer.                                     
11     A.      Mr. DeLeon.                     
12     Q.      Anybody else?                   
13     A.      Orin Kramer.                    
14     Q.      Spell the first name.           
15     A.      O-r-i-n.                        
16     Q.      K-r-a -m-e-r?                   
17     A.      Yes.                            
18     Q.      And who is Mr. Kramer?          
19     A.      He is a friend of mine.         
20     Q.      And the funds that he is --     
21 withdrawn.                                  
22             Is he affiliated with any       
23 particular company or entity?               
24     A.      He is in the financial          
25 business.                                   

209

1                DONZIGER
2     Q.      Do you know the name of the     
3 firm that he works for?                     
4     A.      No.                             
5     Q.      What country?                   
6     A.      United States.                  
7     Q.      And is it your understanding    
8 that the funds he has provided into this    
9 account that you've described are his own   
10 personal funds?                             
11     A.      I assume.  I don't know.        
12     Q.      Any other investors who         
13 contribute funds into the account from      
14 which you receive compensation?             
15     A.      I don't believe so.             
16     Q.      Did you ever hear of an entity  
17 or firm known as Burnhouse?                 
18     A.      Burnhouse?                      
19     Q.      Yes.                            
20     A.      No.                             
21     Q.      United Kingdom entity.  No?     
22     A.      No, I'm not familiar with it.   
23     Q.      Has the government of Ecuador   
24 invested any funds in the Aguinda or Lago   
25 Agrio cases?                                
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366

1                DONZIGER
2 Mr. Wilke that this information was all     
3 confidential?                               
4     A.      I'm explaining the reason.      
5             THE SPECIAL MASTER:  No, was    
6 there a reason?                             
7             THE WITNESS:  Yes.              
8             THE SPECIAL MASTER:  You don't  
9 remember this e-mail and you don't          
10 remember the preceding sentence, but you    
11 do remember why you used the words "this    
12 is all confidential"?                       
13             THE WITNESS:  No.               
14             MR. KAPLAN:  Objection to that. 
15 I think he testified differently.           
16     Q.      Do you remember why in this     
17 particular instance with this particular    
18 information and this particular reporter    
19 you said that the information was           
20 confidential?                               
21     A.      I remember generally reaching   
22 out to reporters.  I would often try to     
23 develop exclusive relationships with them,  
24 or relationships where they could get an    
25 exclusive, and I would ask them to keep it  

367

1                DONZIGER
2 confidential for that reason.               
3     Q.      Just to be clear, to get        
4 exclusive, meaning they could get an        
5 exclusive, meaning they would be the        
6 reporter that would break that particular   
7 story, right?  That's what you mean by      
8 giving them an exclusive, right?            
9     A.      No.                             
10     Q.      What do you mean by giving them 
11 an exclusive?                               
12     A.      That for a particular topic and 
13 a particular period of time that our team   
14 would work with them exclusively relative   
15 to working with other reporters.  But it    
16 didn't mean other reporters couldn't cover  
17 the same topic on their own.                
18     Q.      So what was the purpose of that 
19 confidentiality?                            
20             MR. KAPLAN:  Objection.  I      
21 think he answered it.                       
22             THE SPECIAL MASTER:  First of   
23 all, Mr. Kaplan, you are obviously getting  
24 tired, because almost every objection is    
25 now being followed by colloquy.  My         

368

1                DONZIGER
2 problem is, Mr. Kaplan is right,            
3 Mr. Vinegrad.  I was going to assert it     
4 myself.                                     
5     Q.      Did you have any further        
6 discussions with Mr. Wilke on this          
7 subject?                                    
8     A.      I don't remember.               
9     Q.      Did he end up writing a story   
10 about this?                                 
11     A.      I don't believe he did.         
12             MR. VINEGRAD:  This is a        
13 convenient breaking point, Mr. Gitter.      
14             THE SPECIAL MASTER:  Folks,     
15 let's go off the record.                    
16             (Continued on the next page.)   
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

369

1                DONZIGER
2             THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  We are going 
3 off the record.  The time is 5:42 p.m.      
4 This is the end of disk five and concludes  
5 today's portion of this deposition.         
6
7             [TIME NOTED:  5:42 p.m.]
8
9

        ____________________________
10              STEVEN DONZIGER
11
12 Subscribed and sworn to before me
13 this _________ day of ___________, 2010.
14
15 ____________________________________
16           NOTARY PUBLIC
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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1
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3
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1
2          CERTIFICATION
3
4   I,  TODD DeSIMONE, a Notary Public for
5 and within the State of New York, do
6 hereby certify:
7   That the witness whose testimony as
8 herein set forth, was duly sworn by me;
9 and that the within transcript is a true

10 record of the testimony given by said
11 witness.
12   I further certify that I am not related
13 to any of the parties to this action by
14 blood or marriage, and that I am in no way
15 interested in the outcome of this matter.
16   IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set
17 my hand this 30th day of November, 2010.
18
19

         _______________________
20              TODD DESIMONE
21
22             *     *     *
23
24
25

373

1                       ERRATA SHEET
              VERITEXT REPORTING COMPANY

2                       1250 BROADWAY
                NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10001

3                       212-279-9424
4  NAME OF CASE: IN RE CHEVRON 

 DATE OF DEPOSITION: NOVEMBER 29, 2010 
5  NAME OF DEPONENT: STEVEN DONZIGER  
6  PAGE   LINE(S)      CHANGE            REASON
7  ____|_________|_________________|_________________
8  ____|_________|_________________|_________________
9  ____|_________|_________________|_________________
10  ____|_________|_________________|_________________
11  ____|_________|_________________|_________________
12  ____|_________|_________________|_________________
13  ____|_________|_________________|_________________
14  ____|_________|_________________|_________________
15  ____|_________|_________________|_________________
16  ____|_________|_________________|_________________
17  ____|_________|_________________|_________________
18  ____|_________|_________________|_________________
19  ____|_________|_________________|_________________
20  ____|_________|_________________|_________________
21                            ______________________

                              STEVEN DONZIGER
22  

 SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME
23  THIS___DAY OF ____________, 20__.
24  

 _____________________     ______________________
25  (NOTARY PUBLIC)           MY COMMISSION EXPIRES:



  

 

EXHIBIT 21








































































